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2019 

• On December 31, an emergence of a “cluster of 
cases of pneumonia of unknown cause” was 
reported in Wuhan, China. 

2016 

• Re-structuring of the Department of Health and 
Wellness to reflect the mandate, roles and 
responsibilities outlined in the Health Authorities 
Act (2015) in relation to the Nova Scotia Health 
Authority and the IWK Health Centre.  

• Environmental health functions were moved from 
the Department of Health and Wellness and the 
Department of Agriculture to the Department 
of Environment. 

• The Health Authorities Act was passed resulting in 
the amalgamation of nine District Health Authorities 
into one single health authority (Nova Scotia Health 
Authority). This amalgamation was in part a way to 
address difficulties in finding and retaining qualified 
staff in smaller regions. The NSH kept a public 
health organizational structure that was divided into 
four regional administrative zones. The Izaak 
Walton Killam (IWK) Health Centre continues to be 
a separate health authority under the Health 
Authorities Act.  

2015 

2002 

2001 

• Health Authorities Act is passed resulting in the 
establishment of nine district health authorities 
which replaced the four regional health boards 
responsible for administering healthcare and 
public health services across the province.  

1994 

• Public health inspectors (PHIs) moved from the 
Department of Health to the Department of 
Environment. Following this, a small group of PHIs 
were transferred to the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries to monitor food and water supplies.  
This shift led to some fragmentation amongst the 
three departments as the PHIs were not  
directly accountable to, or trained by,  
the Department of Health.  

• DHW established an executive level co-
leadership structure for Public Health between 
the CMOH and the Senior Executive Director. 
The Medical Officers of Health continue to report 
to the CMOH while all other DHW Public Health 
staff report to an executive lead accountable to 
the Senior Executive Director.  

2021 

• Department of Health Promotion and Protection was 
created, separate from the Department of Health.  
Nova Scotia became the only province to provide 
health promotion with a cabinet voice  
and a dedicated budget.  

2020 

• In March, the WHO declared COVID-19 a 
pandemic and the Government of Nova Scotia 
declared a state of emergency.  

• The Health Protection Act is passed, outlining 
powers of the Chief Medical Officer of Health 
(CMOH) and Minister in relation to health hazards, 
public health emergencies, communicable disease, 
and notifiable disease or conditions.  

2004 

2012 

• Ten years after establishing the Department of 
Health Promotion and Protection, this 
department was merged with health and 
renamed the Department of Health 
and Wellness (DHW).  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 



 

 

 





 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



http://www.nshealth.ca/sites/nshealth.ca/files/2017_nsha_accreditation_report.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthpol.2021.10.004
https://doi.org/10.17269/s41997-021-00478-8
https://www.cihi.ca/en/health-workforce
https://www.cihi.ca/en/health-workforce
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publications/Public-Health-Education/FundingApproach.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publications/Public-Health-Education/FundingApproach.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/mental-health/reports/Blueprint-for-Mental-Health-and-Addiction.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/mental-health/reports/Blueprint-for-Mental-Health-and-Addiction.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.17269/s41997-018-0080-3
https://ihpme.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Open-Access_Fierlbeck_Nova-Scotia_5532-compressed.pdf
https://ihpme.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Open-Access_Fierlbeck_Nova-Scotia_5532-compressed.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/budget-archive/Budget-2011-Estimates-And-Supp-Detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/budget-archive/Budget-2011-Estimates-And-Supp-Detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/budget-archive/Budget-2012-Estimates-And-Supplementary-Detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/budget-archive/Budget-2012-Estimates-And-Supplementary-Detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/budget-archive/Budget-2013-Estimates-and-Supplementary-Detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/budget-archive/Budget-2013-Estimates-and-Supplementary-Detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-803/estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
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https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-805/estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-810/estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-810/estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-813/budget-2017-2018-estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-813/budget-2017-2018-estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/treasuryboard/manuals/PDF/100/Environment.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-1292/budget-2018-19-estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-1292/budget-2018-19-estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-1690/budget-2019-20-estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-1690/budget-2019-20-estimates-and-supplementary-detail.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-2045/estimates-supplementary-detail-budget-2020-21-en.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/documents/7-2045/estimates-supplementary-detail-budget-2020-21-en.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/
https://novascotia.ca/nse/inspection-compliance-enforcement/
https://novascotia.ca/nse/environmental-health/
https://novascotia.ca/nse/dept/regional-office-locations.asp
https://www.healthassociation.ns.ca/res/base/documents/library/research%20and%20policy/health%20association%20nova%20scotia%20-%20rural%20health%20and%20service%20delivery%20in%20nova%20scotia%20%20a%20profile%20and%20recomendations%20for%20discussion%20-%20september%202013.pdf
https://www.healthassociation.ns.ca/res/base/documents/library/research%20and%20policy/health%20association%20nova%20scotia%20-%20rural%20health%20and%20service%20delivery%20in%20nova%20scotia%20%20a%20profile%20and%20recomendations%20for%20discussion%20-%20september%202013.pdf
https://www.healthassociation.ns.ca/res/base/documents/library/research%20and%20policy/health%20association%20nova%20scotia%20-%20rural%20health%20and%20service%20delivery%20in%20nova%20scotia%20%20a%20profile%20and%20recomendations%20for%20discussion%20-%20september%202013.pdf
https://www.healthassociation.ns.ca/res/base/documents/library/research%20and%20policy/health%20association%20nova%20scotia%20-%20rural%20health%20and%20service%20delivery%20in%20nova%20scotia%20%20a%20profile%20and%20recomendations%20for%20discussion%20-%20september%202013.pdf
https://www.healthassociation.ns.ca/res/base/documents/library/research%20and%20policy/health%20association%20nova%20scotia%20-%20rural%20health%20and%20service%20delivery%20in%20nova%20scotia%20%20a%20profile%20and%20recomendations%20for%20discussion%20-%20september%202013.pdf
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/59th_1st/3rd_read/b026.htm
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/62nd_2nd/1st_read/b001.htm
http://www.iwk.nshealth.ca/sites/default/files/iwk-strategic-plan.pdf?m=1


 

https://www.iwk.nshealth.ca/sites/default/files/board-of-directors/IWK-Corporate-Bylaws-II.pdf
https://www.iwk.nshealth.ca/sites/default/files/board-of-directors/IWK-Corporate-Bylaws-II.pdf
http://www.iwk.nshealth.ca/annualreport/2019-20/docs/IWK%20-%202020%20Financial%20Statements_FINAL.pdf
http://www.iwk.nshealth.ca/annualreport/2019-20/docs/IWK%20-%202020%20Financial%20Statements_FINAL.pdf
https://breastscreening.nshealth.ca/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/annual_report2017.pdf
https://breastscreening.nshealth.ca/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/annual_report2017.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publications/Public-Health-Education/Public-Health-Services-Who-We-Are.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publications/Public-Health-Education/Public-Health-Services-Who-We-Are.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/03-Partnership-Protocol.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/cpho-contact-information.asp
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/Renewal-of-Public-Health-Mid-Course-Review.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/Renewal-of-Public-Health-Mid-Course-Review.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/Renewal-of-Public-Health-Report.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/01-Understanding-Protocol.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/01-Understanding-Protocol.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/Public_Health_Standards_EN.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/documents/HIV-AIDS-Surveillance-Report.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/documents/HIV-AIDS-Surveillance-Report.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/documents/School-Based-Immunization-Coverage-Nova-Scotia-2016-2017.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/documents/School-Based-Immunization-Coverage-Nova-Scotia-2016-2017.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/documents/Annual-Notifiable-Disease-Surveillance-Report-2018.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/documents/Annual-Notifiable-Disease-Surveillance-Report-2018.pdf


https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/documents/Influenza_Immunization_Report_2019-2020.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/populationhealth/documents/Influenza_Immunization_Report_2019-2020.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/cdpc/respiratory-watch/NSRespWatch2020-25.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/cdpc/respiratory-watch/NSRespWatch2020-25.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/cdpc/documents/Guide-to-the-Health-Protection-Act-and-Regulations.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/cdpc/documents/Guide-to-the-Health-Protection-Act-and-Regulations.pdf
http://www.nshealth.ca/about-us
http://www.cdha.nshealth.ca/node/20735
http://www.nshealth.ca/public-health-offices
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/Population-Health-Profile-Nova-Scotia.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/publichealth/documents/Population-Health-Profile-Nova-Scotia.pdf
http://www.nshealth.ca/sites/nshealth.ca/files/recruitment_strategy_2017-18.pdf
http://www.nshealth.ca/sites/nshealth.ca/files/nsha-business-plan-july2018.pdf
http://www.nshealth.ca/sites/nshealth.ca/files/nsha-business-plan-july2018.pdf
https://www.communityhealthboards.ns.ca/chb-health-plans
http://www.nshealth.ca/sites/nshealth.ca/files/bp.ar_.6.pdf
http://www.nshealth.ca/sites/nshealth.ca/files/consolidated_financial_statements_as_of_march_31_2020_-_nsha_signed.pdf
http://www.nshealth.ca/sites/nshealth.ca/files/consolidated_financial_statements_as_of_march_31_2020_-_nsha_signed.pdf
http://www.nshealth.ca/reports-statistics-and-accountability#performance-measurements
http://www.nshealth.ca/reports-statistics-and-accountability
https://novascotia.ca/letsgetmoving/docs/letsgetmoving-en.pdf


http://www.phpc-mspc.ca/resources/Documents/Respository/PHSC-8Jun20.pdf
http://www.phpc-mspc.ca/resources/Documents/Respository/PHSC-8Jun20.pdf
https://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/organization-and-financing-of-public-health-services-in-europe-country-reports-2018
https://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/organization-and-financing-of-public-health-services-in-europe-country-reports-2018
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/370946/public-health-services.pdf
https://www.deslibris.ca/ID/10095457
https://novascotia.ca/treasuryboard/manuals/PDF/100/H&W.pdf
http://www.tuikn.ca/about-tuikn/
http://www.tuikn.ca/success-stories/the-unamaki-client-registry/
https://www.ulnooweg.ca/mikmaw-health-wellness
https://www.who.int/healthsystems/service_delivery_techbrief1.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/281700/Self-assessment-tool-evaluation-essential-public-health-operations.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/281700/Self-assessment-tool-evaluation-essential-public-health-operations.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/primary-health-care-conference/linkages.pdf?sfvrsn=bfbb4059_2&ua=1
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/primary-health-care-conference/linkages.pdf?sfvrsn=bfbb4059_2&ua=1
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-06-2020-covidtimeline
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